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The mechanizstion problem in all ite ramifications and the anticipated setbacks in

the livestock industry under winter conditions predominate the output on agriculture.
Propagande pressure is familiarly concentrated on the humen element behind the technical
troubles eince, as it 1s impliecitly suggested, agricultural implements are in abundant
gupply and their quality 1s good, It 1s the lack of mechenical skill paralleled

by an equal lack of enthusiasm for further mechanization that are said to constitute
the chief tottleneck of agricultural production, Repeatedly attacked are the heads
collective farms and other agricultural officials who acquire new wachines for theil:
respective farme or areas only to let “hem stand idle while continuing to uee

manual labor for the type of work that could and should have been mechanized long ago.
The old propsganda refrain about possible 1ivestock losses due to cold weather is
sti11 heard in connection with the expected "severe frosts" (surovie worozy) and

the continuing shortage of adequate winter quarters and fodder supplies. Reiterated
frequently also 18 the warning to agricultural officials ageirst "a repetition of the
miestakes of 1951" (povtorenie oshibok 1951 gode) when the industry suffered severe
losses of young cattle followed by & substantial drop in the productivity of the
undernourished stock.

Broadcaste on industrial activities emphesize the "atruggle Zor exzellent quality"”
(borba za otlichnoye kachestvo) and "profitable operations™ (rentabelnost) as the two
major production goals, although quantity output ie not entirely left out of account.
Regional appeele for the introduction and observance of the "economy regime" (rezhim
ekonomil) in production, particularly in the consumer industry, are reinforced with
accounts cf lavish and excessive expenditures of raw materiale and their deletexrious
effect on the State sconowy and the psoplets welfare. The housing shortage, & subject
of infraquent discussion, is admitted to be acute (ostriy), and one of the familiar,
and to some extent probably true, reasonsa given is that local Party and adminlgtrative
officials still consider housing for vworkers & matter of gezondsry impoxrtance. (The
euphasls or the word local is significent and in keeping with the general line that
all souwces of esoncmie troubles reside in the improper implementation of the well-
sntentioped direatives from ebove,) Dishonesty among retail trade personnel is
referred to ae a contributing factor im the shortage and izferior quality of footwear
and other coasumer iteuws.
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